



11 But Mary was standing outside the tomb 

weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and 

looked into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels 

in white sitting, one at the head and one at the 

feet, where the body of  Jesus had been lying. 13

And they said to her, "Woman, why are you 

weeping?" She said to them, "Because they have 

taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 

they have laid Him."




14 When she had said this, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing there, and 

did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said 

to her, 

Supposing Him to 

be the gardener, she said to Him, "Sir, if  you 

have carried Him away, tell me where you 

have laid Him, and I will take Him away."




16 Jesus said to her, She turned and said 

to Him in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" (which means, 

Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, 

18 Mary Magdalene came, announcing to 

the disciples, "I have seen the Lord," and that He 

had said these things to her.  
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• “weeping” = crying; wailing
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• 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, “…we do not grieve as 

do the rest who have no hope…”

• Something prompts Mary to go inside the tomb…

• In the tomb: two angels in white at head and feet

where Jesus’ body had been

• Angels ask: “Why are you weeping…”

Mary’s response: Same message she delivered to 

Peter & John…same wrong conclusion/miscalculation



Three Life-Changing Interactions With Jesus Christ:

I. Seeing… Depending… Miscalculating (11-13)
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• Mary turned around…and saw Jesus!!!

• Mary did not know it was Jesus

• Jesus asks Mary two things:

1. Why are you this way…

2. Whom are you seeking…

• Mary assumed the Man before her was the 

gardener…
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• Mary’s proclamation unchanged: 

“Sir, if  you have carried Him away, tell me where 

you have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”

• This statement to Jesus is…absurd!



Three Life-Changing Interactions With Jesus Christ:

I. Seeing… Depending… Miscalculating (11-13)

II. Seeing … Depending… Misidentifying (14-15)
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• Verse 16: Jesus calls her by name…

• The climax of  this passage: Jesus finds Mary

• John 10:3-4 – The Good Shepherd calls out to His 

sheep…and the sheep hear His voice!

• Verse 17: Mary’s response is to cling…to embrace 

Jesus!

• Why did Jesus ask Mary to “stop clinging…?”



• Mary’s proclamation has changed:

 “Rabboni!” 

 “I have seen the Lord!”

 AND: “This is what He said…”
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1. Sorrow, for believers, must be different than the 

sorrows of  and by the worldly.

2. Mary = do not cling…Us = DO cling.

3. Unbelief  has terrible effects; belief  has terrific 

effects!

4. Mary’s confession and commission is similar to 

ours: Proclaim what Christ has done and what 

He has said!

5. We must relate to Jesus as He is, not as He was!




